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Modern Music> that Villa-Lobos was born in 1881, and this date is gen-
erally regarded as correct by other Brazilian musicians. Villa-Lobos is
said to have been baptized in the Church of St. Jose in Rio de Janeiro, but
my diligent search through birth registries of that church revealed no
entry on Villa-Lobos. Pending the discovery of documentary proof, I
accept the date given by Burle Marx as the most consistent with the known
facts of Villa-Lobos' early life.

The year of birth of Carlos Chavez is given in the dictionaries as 1899,
but Jesus Romero, the Mexican musicologist who has compiled the
Latin-American supplement for the Diccionario Ilustrado de Musica,
published in Spain in 1930, sets the date one year back, to 1898. Romero
knew Chavez as a youth, and claims that his date is the right one. How-
ever, in the absence of documentary evidence, I retain the date as given
by Chavez himself, which is 1899.

The Mexican composer Rafael Tello gave me the date of his birth as
September 5, 1872. But in the scrap book he showed me, I found a clip-
ping from a newspaper Patria of September 8, 1883, which contains a
review of Tello's appearance as a child pianist, giving his age as thirteen,
which places his birth in 1870, and not in 1872.

The year of birth of Acario Cotapos, the Chilean modernist, is given
as 1886 in the program of the International Guild of Composers in New
York, when one of his works was performed there in 1923. But Cotapos
himself gives his birth year as 1889.

Even special biographical essays cannot be relied upon for chronological
data. The Revista Brasileira de Musica has published two biographical
sketches of the late Brazilian composer Leopoldo Miguez, one of which
gives his dates of birth and death as September 7, 1850, and September
6.19025 while the other gives September 7,1852, and July 6,1902.

The problem of Spanish patronymics is a vexatious one. The mother's
family name is usually added at the end, but is not regarded as a true
last name. Thus, the name of the mother of Domingo Santa Cruz is
Wilson (she is a descendant of one of the numerous Irishmen who played
an important part in Chile's revolution), and his full name is Domingo
Santa Cruz Wilson. But he should be listed in the dictionaries under his
father's name, which is Santa Cruz. The early piano pieces of Carlos
Chavez are published under his full name, Carlos Chavez Ramirez.
Ramirez is his mother's family name. It sometimes happens, however,
that the mother's name is retained rather than the patronymic, par-